Red Sunday

In the Calendar of the Armenian Church, the third Sunday following the Glorious
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ is known as Red Sunday.

The color “red” has been used throughout history to represent many things. One
of the symbolic meanings is the blood of the martyrs who were sacrificed for
Christ, His Holy Church, and their Christian faith. During the early years of
Christianity, faithful followers of Jesus Christ were subjected to severe
persecutions and torments. Many elected to die rather than betray their
principles of life and faith, which the Incarnate God - Christ Jesus - had
endowed to them and all of mankind. The psalmist writes, “Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of the saints” (Psalms 116:15).

Today, martyrdom is far less often an occurrence in the lives of Christians, yet it
does happen. However, the greater struggle is the one against sin, which we
can see manifested in many ways throughout the world. The battle against
wickedness and evil, which will be victorious in the end, is the current
expression of the significance of Red Sunday. The Apostle Paul writes that
Christ Himself endured such opposition, that we should not grow weary in our
battle against wickedness. In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul says: “In your
struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood.” (Hebrews 12:4). We are to use the opportunity of Red Sunday to once
again remind ourselves of Paul's exhortation to remain steadfast in the Lord,
and to continue our daily labors of goodness and righteousness.



