
We Believe: Identity/6

WHY SHOULD I CARE?

Who Cares?

Put a check mark by each of the following items that applies to you:

1. Are you concerned about the energy supply of our world? Do you
wonder if there will be enough energy for your children? Would you

be willing to make some small sacrifices to protect the future if others
would do the same?

2. Are you tired of a "throw-away" society in which piles of garbage
mount while resources dwindle? Would you just as soon eat off china

as a paper plate?

3. Are you tired of a "fall-apart" society? Have you had it with cars that
won't run, appliances that fall apart, and clothes that don't last?

4. Would you like to do something about those "starving people" that so

many of us talk about but fail to help? Are you genuinely concerned

about the millions who die each year from hunger and malnutrition?

5.

6.

7.

Are you tired of exchanging JUNK with other people at Christmas? Do
you get gifts that you really don't want to wear, put together, display,
save, or fix? Would you like some alternatives to getting expensive

gifts for others and still not being sure they'll like what you've
chosen?

Are you concerned about the control which television, magazines,
and newspapers exercise over your life? Do you find lots of advertise-

ments offensive or downright insulting? Do you have an inner fear
that those advertisements may influence you more than you con-

sciously realize?

Would you like to get rid of adjectives like "apathetic," "bored," and

'unconcerned" which are often used to describe teenagers? Would
you like to make positive changes in the world? Would you like to

involve adults in helping you make those changes?
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WORLD HUNGER QUIZ
Choose one:

1. In 1978, at least people died as a direct result of too little food.
a. 5 million

b. 10 million

c. 100 million

2. In the world today, people suffer from serious malnutrition.

3.

a. 10 million

b. 100 million

c. 500 million

The main reason that world population is increasing is

a. That birth rates are higher.

b. That average life expectancy is higher.
c. That religions encourage big families.

4. Poor people in developing countries tend to have big families because

a. They don't realize how many children suffer from hunger.
b. They want to continue their family name.

c. They know that children can help do work and provide security in old age.

True or False:

(See pages 26-27 for answers.)

5. Enough food is available to feed the world IF that food were distributed properly.

6. The earth's population will probably at least double in your lifetime.

7.
Countries with good educational systems like the United States do not use as much food per

person as developing countries.

8. Food production will probably be increased the next few years as weather improves.

9. Investments by large companies have increased the supply of food in poor countries.
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THE STARVING

ARMENIANS

1,500,000 ARMENIANS STARVE

The New York Times

September 5, 1915

Relief Committee Asks Aid for Victims of Tur-

kish Decrees.

The American Armenian Relief Fund Com-

mittee has received two letters from Constanti-

nople describing the horror to which the Arme-

nian Christians in Turkey are being subjected.

One letter, dated June 15, says in part:
"The Turkish Government is executing today

the plan of scattering the Armenians of the
Armenian provinces, profiting from the trou-
bles of the European powers and from the ac-
quiescence of Germany and Austria.

"These people are being removed without

any of their goods and chattels to places
where the climate is totally unsuited to them.

They are left without shelter, without food, and
without clothing, depending only upon the
morsels of bread which the Government will

throw before them, a Government which is un-

able even to feed its own troops.

"It is impossible to read or to hear, without
shedding tears, even the meager details of

these deportations. Most of the families have

traveled on foot, old men and children have

died on the way, young women in child-birth
have been left on mountain passes, and at least

ten deaths a day are recorded among them even
in their place of exile where they are victims of
hunger and sickness. It has not been possible as

yet to forward any help to Sultanieh, owing to

the interdiction of the Government in spite of
the efforts of the American Ambassador, whose

philanthropic and generous endeavors in aid of
the Armenians are gratefully acknowledged."

The second letter, dated July 12, says: "The
condition of the Armenians is extremely aggra-
vated since my last letter. It is not the Arme-

nian population of Cilicia only which has been
deported wholesale and exiled to the deserts.

Armenian communities from all the provinces
of Armenia, from Erzerum, Trebizond, Sivas,
Harput, Bitlis, Van, and Diarbekir, also from
Samsun, Caesarea, and Urfa - a population of

1,500,000 are marching today, the stick of

forced pilgrimage in hand, toward the Meso-

potamian wilderness, to live among Arabian
and Kurdish savage tribes. Very few of them
will be able to reach the spots designated for

their exile, and those who do will perish from
starvation, if no immediate relief reaches them.

"It is in the name of a starving population of
1,500,000 that urgent appeals should be made
to the charitable public of America."

The Armenian Relief Fund Committee be-

lieves that unless immediate aid is forthcoming
future efforts will be unavailing. The treasur-
ers of the committee are Brown Brothers Co..

59 Wall Street.

Armenia's Need

The Literary Digest

June 17, 1916 — New York

The Armenian exiles are eating grass in a vain
effort to postpone the death by starvation that
has already overtaken thousands. The only

alternative to death for these unfortunates of

the Turkish Empire is the adoption of the

Mohammedan faith. Some, indeed, yield to this

extremity, but we learn from the New York
Evening Post that "the fortitude of most of the

people under the sufferings which they are

undergoing is wonderful, and they are not los-
ing their Christian faith. The men of the fami-

lies of many of the exiles are still serving in the
Turkish Army." Mr. Henry Morganthau,
Ambassador to Turkey, has given out that one
of the main reasons for his recent resignation

was his "great desire to make known to the

people of the United States some of the condi-

tions in the Turkish Empire, especially as those
conditions affect the Armenians." In an inter-

view in the New York Times he recalls his

childhood tears over the scenes in "Uncle Tom's

Cabin" and "Evangeline"; but all these things,
he avers, are nothing compared to what went

on in Turkey under his own eyes. Most of the
stories that have reached the United States, he
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says, are founded on facts. He continues:

"The Armenians were living just as quietly
and peacefully as possible, in friendship and
close contact with their Turkish associates,

when suddenly they were picked out to be de-

ported. It was then that my heart bled for

them. I had been given the privilege of dispens-
ing charity without stint and with full authority

on behalf of the English, Russian, French, and
Italian nations - even the Serbians had sent

me money, and Russia and Italy permitted me
to help the poor Montenegrins in my charge.

Suddenly, without available funds, I was con-

fronted with the terrific problem of the desti-
tute Armenians. Can you conceive how I felt?

It was then that I sent an appeal to the Secre-

tary of State for help, and the response came
promptly.

"If the people of the United States could

only see the distress as I have seen it. If they
could see the gaunt, little figures of children,
the little orphans brought the Constantinople by

friendly Turkish officers, the need for prompt
aid would be fully realized. There were two

children I shall never forget who had lost their

parents, and, nearly dead, were mere skeletons
covered over by skin. There were women who

came into Constantinople whose condition I
cannot describe, women who had to become

Moslems in order to save their lives and reach

the city.

"If I dared repeat the tales I have heard,

sworn to and signed, they would make men and

women weep and every one would see the need

of sympathy and help. I wish I had the power
to picture an Armenian refugee encampment
and to tell how an American missionary hospi-

tal fed from its back door a thousand starving

persons a day on an average of 3 cents a person
with the $30 a day we gave it.

"There is no use of accusing anybody or finding
fault with any one. What this great country should
do to show its appreciation of the wonderful bles-

sings that have been showered upon us is for each
one of us to make up his mind to do his share.

Picture that you are personally responsible for the

starvation of one or two persons if you do not give
funds to save them. Twenty-five dollars will enable

an Armenian family to be established in compara-

tive comfort. I believe every person would be hap-

pier to sacrifice something and give $25 for the
Armenians."

The money so far received has not been suffi-

cient to help many people. The Turkish Govern-
ment at first interfered with relief efforts, but is

now showing a change of heart. The present as
well as the prospective need is immense. Amer-
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icans may think they have been generous until

they reflect on the 30 cents per capita of our relief
donations:

"It may be a little indiscreet to say this, but I
want to say that unless help is given to the suffer-
ing Armenians as well as to the destitute Moslems

in Turkey, there will be a fearful amount of starva-

tion next winter. They have not sufficient seed to

plant their crops or animals to plow their soil.

There is less than 10 per cent of the arable land
under cultivation.

"The United States with its 100,000,000 people
has contributed only the insignificant sum of

$30,000,000 to all of suffering humanity abroad.
We ought to drop our heads in shame. Our

100,000,000 people, who have an average wealth
of $1,600, have not given more than 30 cents

apiece. Every one who has not contributed ought
to be ashamed of himself. These Armenian people
are exposed to the weather with very scanty clo-

thing and nothing to eat, with disease rife among

them, and hundreds are dying from starvation. We
are the only people to whom they can appeal for

help today, the only people who dare express their
sympathy by actual giving. The people of other
nations are afraid and unable to do it.

"We can raise in this country easily

$500,000,000. That is only $5 per capita. If we are
worth $1,600 each on an average, that is less than

one-third of 1 per cent. Let the whole world

understand that we are not willing to profit by this

war, but we are willing to disregard profit and to
be big brother listening to the needs of the whole
world.

"We have been hearing of the brotherhood of

men. If we are all brothers, and we are, have we a

right to live on in comfort and luxury and allow
these people to starve? I do not think we have. I

believe that it is our duty, it is our privilege, for

each of us to assume the guardianship of as many
of the Armenian people as we can. I do not pre-
clude the other countries. They are suffering just
as much. I believe the moral force of America will

be doubled and tripled if the rest of the world

understands that we are ready and willing and
anxious to help the suffering masses."

Ambassador Morgenthau is a member of the

American Committee for Armenian and Syrian

Relief, 70 Fifth Avenue, New York City, of which

Cardinal Gibbons, Bishop Greer, of the Episcopal
Church; Dr. James L. Barton, of the American

Board of Foreign Missions; Dr. Arthur J. Brown,
of the Presbyterian Foreign Mission Board; Dr.

Frank Mason North, of the Methodist Foreign

Mission Board, and other prominent ministers and

laymen, Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish, are

members.



BIBLE STUDY

Question Matthew 15:29-39 Matthew 25:31-46 James 2:14-17

1. What is the

main purpose

of the passage?

2. How does

the passage
relate to world

hunger
problems?

3. In what ways

would you
change your life

if you took the

passage

seriously?

Assignment: Complete this list at home of

THINGS TO DO if you really care:

1. In your families or as a class, have a
meatless dinner once a week. Contribute the

money that was saved to a world hunger orga-
nization or church service group.

2. Have a party for some nursing home resi-

dents. Take games and refreshments. Visit

with them and ask about their needs and con-

cerns. What can your class do to enrich their
lives?

3. Have a clothing drive among the mem-
bers of your church. Ask people to donate

clothes they no longer use. Give these clothes
to a community service project.

4. If there is an immigrant family in your
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community, discover their needs (food, furni-
ture, etc.); and respond to them. Ask them to
share with you the differences they have dis-
covered between life-styles in the U.S. and
their country.

5.
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6.

7.

WORLD HUNGER QUIZ
ANSWERS

1. b. At least ten million people died in 1978

as a direct result of too little food. This esti-

mate is a conservative one and does not reflect

all the people who died from diseases which
they might not have caught if their diets had

been adequate. Compare that figure with the
population of these United States communities:

8.

New York City 7,605,000
Chicago 3,115,000

Los Angeles 2,750,000
Houston 1,369,000

Memphis 660.000

Seattle 490,000

Albuquerque 290,000
Peoria 130,000

9.

10.

11.

12.

2. c. Fully five hundred million people suffer
from serious malnutrition. Most of these are in
the so-called Third World or 'developing coun-
tries" which are characterized by primarily
non-white populations; low business and in-

dustrial development in comparison to a coun-
try like the United States; low income and edu-
cational levels; high infant mortality; and rapid-
ly expanding populations. Malnutrition, howev-
er, also plagues millions, in countries like the
United States. As the cost of living in the Unit-
ed States increases, persons on relatively lim-
ited incomes (retirement; minimum wage; and
public aid) experience increasing difficulty in

paying for adequate food, housing, and medi-
cal care. Some affluent people suffer from mal-
nutrition because of poorly selected diets.

3. b. On a world-wide basis, life expectancy
has increased; and this fact accounts for more
population increases than changes in birth
rates.

4. c. Parents in developing countries are ex-
tremely dependent on children to help them
with needed work and also recognize that their



children are the only possible source of sup-
port in old age.

5. True. Though rapidly increasing popula-
tions cause anxiety, it still appears that world
food production could meet the needs of all

people if that food were distributed properly.
The reality of ten million dead from hunger and
five hundred million suffering from malnutrition
makes it clear that food is not distributed ade-

quately.
6. True. The earth's population will at least

double in your lifetime unless massive out-
breaks of disease or war reverse the current

trend.

7. False. Those of us in the United States
consume far more food than those in develop-
ing countries. A U.S. citizen consumes about

1,850 pounds of grain each year in comparison
to the 400 pounds consumed by a citizen of a

developing country.
8. False. The severe winters of recent years

may well continue, and there are limits on how
much food production can be increased.

9. False. Unfortunately, large corporation in-
vestments have often decreased the food

supply in developing countries. When large
corporations buy land, the land usage is con-

verted in the most profitable direction which

may be rubber, sugar, coffee, or tobacco rather

than desperately needed grain. The profits
from that land conversion go to the corporation

or the original owner of the land - not to the

poor of the country.
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