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HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
HYMN FOR THE FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

The only-begotten descended from the Father, and the light of
glory was with him; voices resounded in the depths of Hades.

The Patriarch Gregory saw the great light, and joyfully told of
it to the believing king.

Come let us build the sancuary of the light, for therein shone

forth light unto us in the land of Armenia.




The Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin

This year, the Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin falls on June
12, Did you know that Etchmiadzin actually means the
Only Begotten (Son of God) Descended, and with good
reasone.

In 303 A.D., about two years after he had converted the
Armenian King Dertad and the entire Armenian nation to
Christianity, St. Gregory the Illuminator, while he was
in deep meditation, saw a vision. In this vision, he
saw that heaven was opened and a blazing flood of light
poured upon the earth., Through the light, St. Gregory
saw a parade of angels coming to earth, lead by Christ,
who carried a golden hammer in His hand. Then, as He
stood at the spot where the present Cathedral of Holy
Etchmiadzin was built, Christ struck the earth three
times with the hammer. Instantly, a column arose on the
spot and was transformed into a church. The lines of
this church were indelibly impressed in the memory of
St. Gregory.

Subsequently, the first Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin
was built upon the same lines as St, Oregory had seen
in his vision. In thus became one of the first known
Christian churches to be built above ground.

Holy Etchmiadzin is THE center of the entire Armenian
Church, in much the same way that the Vatican is the
center of the Roman Catholic Church. As such, Holy
Etchmiadzin serves as the only spiritual center which
can, has, and does unite all Armenian Christians. There
is no other center in the Armenian Church which has so
continuously played the important role in the total life
and history of the Armenian people as Holy Etchmiadzin
has and contimes to do.

On the Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin, in all parishes of the
Armenian Church throughout the world, special prayers are
offered for the strength and protection of Holy Etchmiadzin
so that through Her Christ-established amd Christ-centered
ministries the truth of the Gospel may always ba carried
forth,

Let us all join in heart, in spirit, and in fact in

the prayer for the continuing steadfastness of Holy
Etchmiadzin,
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Prayer for Holy Etchmiadzin

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, uho.through.tha prayers
and interceding of Your long-suffering witness and our
father, St. Gregory the Illuminator, came in glory with
throngs of heavenly illuminaries and descended froﬁ
heaven to the plains of Ararat in a visitation to Your
flock of the Armenian nation, and, as a demonstration
of Your love and great mercy, sealed the depths and
destroyed the forces of Hell; and, as You created
light, You fashlioned our Holy See of Holy Etchmiadzin
and made it the sotrehouse of Your limitless divine
grace, to be a prent, instructor, and doer of works

for all the assemblies of Armenia; keep Her pure,
steadfast, and bright for the flourishing of our

Church and Her children until the end of the world,

so that through it Your all-holy name shall always be
praised unto the ages of ages,

Amen,



