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FOREWORD 

Many times people will request a list of appropriate Scriptural readings for 
personal devotion, for Sunday School classes and assemblies, or for general 
education purposes. It seems that the most beneficial way to meet this request 
is with an authoritative listing of the Sunday and feast day Scriptural 
readings, as they are prescribed for use in the Armenian Church. Accord-
ingly, we have herewith reprinted the Calendar and Lections section from the 
Divide Liturgy of the Armenian Church by Bishop Tiran Nersoyan. This 
work was copyrighted in 1950. This reprinting is being done with the permis-
sion of the author. 

In using the Calendar and Lections the following must be kept in mind: 

1.) All the Scriptural citations are based upon the Orthodox Canon of the 
Armenian Church. The Armenian Church, along with Her sister 
Eastern Orthodox Churches, has maintained this canon or listing or the 
Scriptures from the very beginning. 

The Orthodox Canon of the Scriptures differs from the later Protestant 
Canon. Many are familiar with this latter Canon simply as-a result of 
the cultural/social/religious milieu in which we live here in the United 
States. This difference, among other things, means that the following 
differences will be readily apparent: 

Orthodox Canon Protestant Canon 
1 Kings = I Samuel 
Il Kings = II Samuel 
III Kings = I Kings 
IV Kings = H Kings 

Additionally, there are readings from what is often referred to as the 
Apochrypha or Second Canon. Such readings would not be found in 
the Protestant Canon or listing of the Scriptures. 

1) The readings are so arranged so as to present certain clearly defined 
Scriptural/Theological ideas. For example, the readings for 
Theophany (Armenian Christmas) have been selected to present: a.) the 
birth; b.) the revelation; and c.) the baptism of Jesus Christ. The total 
impact of these readings is the statement of Faith that CHRIST IS 
BORN AND REVEALED AMONGST US! 

Therefore, in each reading, care must be exercised to discern the truth 
or segment of the Faith which is being presented. 

Perhaps, this is most graphic in the Gospel readings for Lent (Great 
Fast) preceding Easter, the Feast of the Resurrection. As we look at 



these readings carefully, we find that the following points are sequen-
tially made: 

a.) Our own ultimate happiness lies in living in accord with 
God's will. 

b.) By our own sin, we cut ourselves off from Almighty God. 
c.) Through repentance, we can return to our loving and forgiv-

ing Father. 
d.) We are responsible before Almighty God for all that He has 

given us. One day, we will be called to give an accounting to 
Him. 

e.) We are to be steadfast in our Christian commitment, in 
prayer, and in worship. 

f.) The second coming of Christ will set right all the wrong and 
evil that men have wrought. Christ's role as Savior is again 
stressed. 

3.) In following the list of Scriptural readings herein presented, one will be 
scripturally exploring the Faith of the Armenian Church. 

It is our hope that the use of the Calendar and Lections will serve for the 
greater glory of Almighty God, the strengthening of His Holy Church, and 
the spiritual enlightenment of all the sons and daughters of our Holy Mother 
Armenian Church. 

Rev. Fr. Vartan Kasparian - Coordinator 
Department of Youth Activities and 
Christian Education 
Armenian Church of North America 
Western Diocese 

January 6, 1983 
Feast of Theophany 
Armenian Christmas 
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AND FEAST DAYS 

THEOPIIANY (the 6th of January) 

First day: Titus 2:11-15. — Matthew 1:18-25. 
Second day: Acts 6:8-8:2. — John 12:24-26. 
Third day: Hebrews 1:1-12. — Matthew 2:13-23. 
Fourth day: Galatians 4:1-7. — Luke 1:26-38. 
Fifth day: Hebrews 12:17-27. — Luke 1:39-56. 
Sixth day: 1. Thessalonians 4:12-18. — John 11:1-46. 
Seventh day: Romans 1:1-7. — Luke 2:1-7. 
Eighth day: Colossians 2:8-15. - Luke 2:21-22. 

JOIIN THE FORERUNNER (First feast after the Octave of Theophany) .
Proverbs 8:4-11; Malachi 4:5-7; Isaiah 40:3-5. — Acts 13:25-33. — Luke 
1: 57-80. 

(1f, according to the year-letter, the period between the Sunday in the 
Octave of Theophany and the Sunday of Catechumens is more than a 
week, the Sundays of that period and the lections thereof are the 
following, the Sunday preceding the Sunday of Catechumens being the 
Barekendan of the Fast of the Catechumens.) 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 5.4:1-13. — I. Timothy 1:1-11— John 2:1-11. 

SECOND' SUNDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 58:13-59:7. — 1. Timothy 4:12-5:10. — John 3:13-21. 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY -
Isaiah 62:1-11. — II. Timothy 2:15-19. — John 6:39-47. 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 3:16-4:1. — 1. Corinthians 1:25-30. -- Matthew 18:10-14. 

Firm s DAY AFTER THE OCTAVE . OF THEOPHANY 
(Barekendan [Good-Living-Day] of the Fast of Catechumens) 
Isaiah 61:10-62:9. — II. Timothy 2:15.26. — John 6:15-21. 

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD (the 14th of February) 
Isaiah 24:21-25:8. -- Acts 5:47-50. -- Galatians 4:1-7. — Luke 2:41-52. 
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MIN DAY OF CA'T'ECHUMENS 
Isaiah 63:7-18. — II. Timothy 3:1.12. — John 6:22.38. 

MIDDLE SUNDAY 
'Isaiah 63:18.64:12. — Titus 1:1-11. — John 7:57-52. 

VARDANIANS, CAPTAINS OF ARMY (Thursday)
Wisdom 3:1-8; Isaiah 49:8-9. — Hebrews 12:1-7. — Luke 6:20-26. 

GREAT BAREKENDAN ( : GOOD-LIVING-DAY) (Sunday) 
Isaiah 58:1-14. — Romans 13:11-14:25. — Matthew 6:1-21. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
...Isaiah 33:2-22. — Romans 12:1-13:10. — Matthew 5:17-48. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT -
Isaiah 54:11-55:13. II. Corinthians 6:1-18. -. Luke 15:1-32. 

FouRTH SUNDAY OF, LENT 
Isaiah 56:1-57:21. — Ephesians 4:17-5:14. — Luke 16:1-31; 

FIFTH SI INDAY OF LENT 
Isaiah 65:8-;25. — Philippians 3:1-4:9. Lukc 17:2948:0. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Isaiah 66:1-24. — Colossians 2:8-3:17. — Matthew 22:34-23:39. 

PALM SUNDAY 
Song 1:1-2:3; Zecharia 9:9-15. — Philippians 4:4-7. — Matthew 20:29-21:17. 

GREAT THURSDAY (Maundy Thursday) 
I. Corinthians 11.23-32. — Mark 26:17-30. 

E AST ER EVE (Saturday) 
I. Corinthians 15: 1-11. -- Mattliew 28:1-20. 

EASTER (Sunday) 
Acts 1:15-26. — Mark I6:2-8. 

ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOTHER-OF-GOD (the.7th of April) 
Song 1:1-11; Proverbs 11:30-12:4; Isaiah 52:7-10; Zechariah 2:10-13;
Malachi 3:1-2. — IL Corinthians 6:16-7:1. — Luke 1:26.38. 

NEW SUNDAY (Second Sunday of Quinquagesima the Fifty Days) 
after Easter) 

Acts 5:34.6:7; James 3:1-12. — John -1:1-17. 

S(INI)AY OF THE WORLD-CHURCH or GREEN St JNDAY (Third 
Sunday of Quinquagesima after Easter) 

Acts 9:23-31; I. Peter 2:1-10. -- John 2:23-3-12. 
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RED SUNDAY (Fourth Sunday of Quinquagesima after Easter) 
Acts 13:16-43. -- 1. Peter 5:1-14. — John 5:19-30. 

APPARITION OF THE HOLY CROSS (Fifth Sunday . of Ouinqua-
gcsima after Easter) 

Acts 17:1-15; 1. John 1:1.10. — John 7:14-23. 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA AFTER EASTER 

Acts 20:17-38; I. John 3:2-6. — John 9:39-10:10. 
ASCENSION OF CHRIST (Thursday) 

Acts 1:1-14. — Matthew 28:16-20. 

SECOND PALM SUNDAY (Seventh Sunday of Quinquagesima after 
Easter) 

Acts 23:12-35; I. John 5:13-21. — John 12:12-23. 

WHITSUNDAY or PENTECOST (Sunday) 
Acts 2:1-21. — John 14:25-31. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
III. KingS 18:29-46; IV. Kings 2:1-15. — James 5:16-20. — Luke 4:25-30. 

FEAST OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN 
(Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

Proverbs 9:1-6; Zechariah 3:7-4:9. — Hebrews 9:1-10. — John 10:22-30. 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Isaiah I:I-15. — Romans 6:12-23. — Matthew 12:1-8. 

GREGORY THE ENLIGHTENER (Saturday) 
Wisdom 4:7-15; Micah 7:7-10. — Acts 20:22-32. — John 10:11-16. 

FOURTH SI INDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Isaiah 1 :21-31. -- Romans 7:25-8: II. — Matthew 12:38-45. 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Isaiah 2:541. — Romans 9:30-10:4. — Matthew 13:24.30. 

SI XTH SUNDAY -AFTER PENTECOST (Good-Living-Day of the Fast 
of Trans figuration) 

Isaiah 3:1-11. — Romans 11:13-24. — Matthew 14:13-21. 

TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST (Sunday of Vardavar) 
Wisdom 7:25-8:4; Zechariah 14:16-21. — I. John 1:1-7. — Matthew 16:13-
1,7:13.

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRANS FIGURATION .:(Cdied Second in 
the (;alendar-Book) 

Isaiah 3:16-4:1. — I. Corinthians 1:25-30. — Matthew. 18:10-14. 
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(If. according to the year-letter, the period between the First Sunday 
after Transfiguration and the Feast of Assumption is more than a week, 
the Sundays of that period and the lections thereof shall be the follow-
mg. the Sunday preceding Assumption being the Barekendan of the 
last before Assumption.) 

SEWN D SUNDAY AFTER TRANSFIGURATION 
Isaiah 5:1-10. — I. Corinthians 6:18-7:11. — Matthew 19:3-12. 

THIRD SI. INDAY AFTER TRANSFIGURATION 
Isaiah 51:1-13, — I. Timothy 1:1-11. -- John 2:1-11. 

1:O1 HT! I SI J ND A Y AFTER TRANSFIGURATION 
Isaiah 58: 13-59:7. — I. Timothy 4:12-5:10. — John 3:13-21. 

I' I FT I I IN DAY AFTER TRANSFIGURATION 
Isaiah' 62:1-11. — II. Timothy 2:15-19. — John 6:39-47. 

SI \'1'I I SI INDAY AFTER TRANSFIGURATION (Barekendan of the 
d ast before Assumption) 

Isaiah 7: I -9. — I. Corinthians 13: 11-14:5. — Mark 2:1-12. 

A SSI Ir I .1 ()N OF 'I'IIE HOLY M OTI TER-OF-GOD (Sunday) 
Son}3 4:9-15; Isaiah 7:10-16. — Galatians 3:29-4:7. — Luke 2:1-7. 

FIRST SI I ND AY AFTER ASSUMPTION 
I'ruverhs 11:30-12:4; Zechariah 2:10-13. — II. Corinthians 6:16-7:1. —
Luke 1:39.56. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER ASSUMPTION 
Isaiah 9:8-19. — IL Corinthians 1: 1-12. — Mark 4:35-40. 

TI fIRD SUNDAY AFTER ASSUMPTION 
Isaiah 10:12-19. — II. Corinthians 2:12-3:3. — Mark 6:30-44. 

(If, according to the year-letter, there be a Fourth Sunday after Assump-
titm the following are the lections thereof. Otherwise the Third Sunday 
shall be Barekendan of the Fast before Exaltation.) 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER ASSUMPTION (Barekendan for the 
Fast of Exaltation) 

Isaiah 14:1-11. -- II. Corinthians 7:4-16. — Mark 7:31.37. 
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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS (Sunday) 
Isaiah 49:13-23. — Galatians 6:14-18. - John 3:13-21. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 14:3-17. — II. Corinthians 10:18-11:10. — Mark 10:1-12. 

HOLY CROSS OF VARAG (Second Sunday after Exaltation) 
Proverbs 3:18-26; Isaiah 65:22-25.. •.Galatians 6:14-18.--Matthew 24:30-

'11411(1) SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 17:7-14. - II. Corinthians 13:5-13. — Mark 11:27-33. 

WI Liam SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 19:1-11. — Galatians 2:1-10. — Mark 12:35-44. 

PIL11.11111,9118 .1,11P11.11,&81L81, U'1;P110 (J, tiarwP1.) 
IL'. k • Ma • I . 7-10 : II • 10-14: lipt • d•P • 5-11 = —11..1d • I, 

I . 41.1.1110k hilL9.1„brIL81. (rum Sfig•h .2•) 
buf • t, • 2 -N.L• 6:— 9,,e, • 9. • 3-18: —'lip'. . 1.4-23: 

DO( :TORS-TRANSLATORS (Saturday) 
Wisdom 8:7-10; Amos 5:10-14. — I. Corinthians 12:5.11. — Matthew 7:6-12. 

SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 20:2-21:6. — Galatians 4:3-18. — Luke 4:14-23. 

9.1.11S UPPI16 
1..r.• (14 • 1-18 : b.,/ • I.9• • 

yfip lumpilp.O) 
22 - /.1. • 1 : — IL • 11p1 • IL • 18-24 : — If 

INVENTION OF THE HOLY CROSS (Sixth Sunday after Exaltation 
of the..Cross) 

Wisdom 14:1-8; Isaiah 33:22-34:1. T. Corinthians 1:18-24. — Matthew 
• 27-36 : 24:27-36. 

SOt 11111;t1Let UPPI18 t'utpialak) 
ti,..y• 9.. 1-8 : b./ • VI. • 5-8 bp? • d•IL • 32 - JP • 2: • d/L' • 4-9: 

1-• 41,11P1A4k A/U.1,1;MM. (pima Stir/. e.) po• 15--25: — 14. • II • 1-4: '7,4” • 1r: • 17-21 : 

Z,PbtS114118 t tai II Lrfi) 

blA • cl•C • 33 - J•la • • : fq: • it • 4-7 : b.,1 • • 1-7 by4 • IL. 1-20 lipp • 

II • 6-14 : (i.e. 10-14 : 

C. 41.1.11L4L. Q4th lul19.0111181. (rum Scu.k 14-.) 

buj • . 1-3 :— # • L. • 15-33 : — 9.40 . t1. 48-57 : 

2411. ImIL9.1,11M81. 
b.,' • • 9 - P.2. 7: — Opp IL• 1-11 1,4. • Ie. ,. 44-50: 

ALL SAINTS (Saturday) 
Wisdom 3:1-8; Isaiah 33:54i. Hebrews 11:32-12:2. — Luke 12:4-9. 

S EV ENT! I SUNDAY AFTER. EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 22:15-25. — Ephesians — Luke 8:17-21. 

HOLY AN(;ELS (Saturday) 
Goicsis 18:33-19:2; Job 38:4-7; Isaiah 6:1-7; Ezekiel 1:1-20. — Hebrews 
1:6-1.1. — Matthew 18:10-14.

EIGIITEI SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 24:1-3. — Ephesians 5:15-33. Luke 8:48-57. 

-- NINTH SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
Isaiah 25:9-26:7: — Philippians 1:1-11. — Luke 9:44-50. 
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(0p1;, puut gat_gutaltinj ututphqpnja, 441111 lutugi Suntabp.npq lib: hutp-

liumnpltugh, tuju Sutueibpnpl llhLpwlll u litsh ftuiphyrfiryta 8ludituLiu% filtuhngli, 

In. SoQ 1111Itautja llppng utoOltugh h atuptuph tu.t.tn.pa np h jtuntut flat 

ttp-k ne 1ififlrpnpn tiliftb. 1uw≥h iltalt fttuphlibinpul SKunutliutg 

IQuohnga :) 

*(1-• liP114. 24th 10120111181) (igul d.46.G1..fi guangG• 

rut,' 369- 1. <HA.) 
baj• lip. 11-20 — Opy • 9. • S-24 — !Litt . 1-13 

ll• 41,11111L41.111,UtILIM8 
buy ZR• 1-9 : IL • Awl  • 11. :1-10 `tiu . J•P • 13-31 : 

P• 81,111,101L8 
b-r• 1.•2• 29 - Lk. — IL • 

81,111,WilL8 
b.j• a• 1.1--38 : — R P. 10.07. • IL • 

9.• 01•UtIA4118 

(If, according to the year-letter, there be a Tenth Sunday after the Ex-
altation, it shall be the Barekendan of the Fast of Quinquagesima before 
Theophany and the following shall be the lections thereof, and the Feast 

,of All Saints shall be celebrated on the Saturday before the Barekendan. 
Otherwise the Ninth Sunday after Exaltation shall be the Barekendan of 
the Fast of Quinquagesima.) 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 
(I3arekendan of the Fast of Quinquagesima before Theophany) 

Isaiah 29:11-20. — Philippians 4:8-24. — Luke 11:1-13. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 36:1-9. — I. Thessalonians 1:1-10. — Luke 12:13-31. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 
7. • 1-11 = —'IIju• :14. • 1-9 Isaiah 36:22-37:11. - I. Thessalonians 4:1-11. — Luke 13:1-9. 

1-12 : — Ihm • tki• • 12-24 : 
THIRD SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 

Isaiah 37:14.38. - II. Thessalonians 1:1-12. - Luke 14:12-24. 

b.,: le • 1-8: — &pp • U.. 1-14: —1.y. • (i•t• • 1-10: 

1; • 11111.111M. 81.111,10118 
b.' • hi • 18-31 — • 'I. • 1.6 — b • 111:— 'Ira. d•C . 0-14: 

11S1;01)111,11UhtlIk/141.41L817,1, 
`hE4. • 2 8 — I. • 2: — (ii4 • clP • `24-2e: 

41.1iP1111t. 812,111,1A4L(8 
bo • IOU • 4-14 — bp? • t • 11-25 :— 4,ya . dl. • 12-28 : 

t•• 41,11P111* 811111,114118 (fi, ttt.p Uum It Ltich- jut j uaGuLpIc :411; ',:u/;+:94) 

buj • bbll • 15 — WI • 3 : fp • (14 • S-95 : it • NI. 24-30 : 

liPU9411.11118 uusnbutru6118Stlibliftin (1, 5G 6.1_Giluirk) 
• P • 11-15: — ibnP• P. 1-12: 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 38:1-8. — Hebrews 1:1-14. — Luke 17:1-10. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 40:18-31. — Hebrews 4:16-5:10. — Luke 18:9-14. 

ST. STEPHEN, THE PROTOMARTYR 
Acts 6:8.8:2. - John 12:24-26. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA BEFORE THEOPHANY 
Isaiah 41:4-14. — Hebrews 7:11-25. — Luke 19:12-28. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF QUINQUAGESIMA 
BEFORE THEOPHANY (Sunday in the Fast of Theophany) 

Isaiah 51:15-52:3. - Hebrews 13:18-25. — Luke 22:24-30. 

EVE OF THEOPHANY (on the 5th of January) 
Titus 2:11.15. — Matthew 2:1-12. 
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bop P P. 1-6 : bPe • d•P • 18--27 Iranp • hit• 12-17 : 
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9/14118 (U. brilni-ZtuPtuP lit U. 41.19-ruptuP gu'Rn9) 
truj• It • 16-20 : 4.1 • R. 3-14 : 
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Below are some saints' and other feast days under general headings. 
The lections underneath these headings, though properly belonging to the days 
indicated in parentheses. may be used on other special feast days falling under 
the categories indicated by the headings. Thus on the feast day of St. John 
Chrysostom the lections under "Patriarchs" may be read. Or on the feast day 
of St. George the lections under "Soldiers" may be read, and so on. 

FEAST OF THE CHURCH (First Thursday after Exaltation) 
Isaiah 2:1-6. - Hebrews 12:18-27. - Matthew 21:12-17. 

APOSTLES (The Twelve Apostles. Saturday before, the Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost) 

• Wisdom 9:9-10:2; Exodus 15:23-27. — I. Thessalonians 2:9-16. — Matthew 
9:36-10:7. 

PROPHETS (Isaiah. First Thursday after Transfiguration) 
Isaiah 6:1-10. — Hebrews 11:32-40. — Luke 4:14-23. 

PATRIARCHS (The Twelve Doctors. Saturday after the Sixth Sunday 
of ter Exaltation) 

Proverbs 11:2-II; Isaiah 61:3-7. — Hebrews 13:7-9. — John 16:33-17:8. 

KINGS (Saint Tiridates. Saturday before the Fifth Sunday after 
Penteeost) 

Wisdom 6:2-10; Isaiah 45:1-3. — I. Timothy 2:1-7. — Luke 11:14-23. 

MARTYRS (The Forty Innocents. Saturday after the Fourth Sunday 
Lent) 

Wisdom 3:1-8; Nahum 2:1-4; Isaiah 43:1.3. Ephesians 6:10-18. - 
Matthew 13:43-52. 

HERMITS (The Egyptian Fathers. Thursday after the Second Sunday 
of Quinquagesima before Theophany) 

Proverbs 21:15-25; Isaiah 19:19-21. - Hebrew 11:32-40 -Mathew 10:37-42 

VIRGINS (Rhiphsitnians, Virgins. Monday after the First Sunday after 
Pentecoo) 

Proverbs 31:29-31; Isaiah 61:10-62:3. -- Romans 15:30-16:2. — Matthew 
1.0:26-33. 

SOLDIERS (Saint Sargis, captain of army. Saturday of the Fast of 
(:atechumens) 

Proverbs 3:13-17; Isaiah 41:1-3. — Ephesians 6:10-17. - Luke 21:10-19. 
FASTS (First Monday and First Thursday of Lent) 

Isaiah 1:16-20. - Romans 6:3-14. 
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