Having It All:  Competition and Winning   Session 2
Who’s the Winner?  Activity
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Who’s the Winner?

Here are seven stories about people in the Bible. Some might be called winners; some might be called
losers. Read their stories, and match the stories with names as you read the biblical passages (on the

next page) about them. Then decide whether each was a winner or not, and jot down some reasons for
your decision.

1. Seemed to me | had it all. Plenty of security for my old age and plenty of money
and goods for right now. By all the measures | ever knew in this life, | was a great
success, a big winner. But a very unusual visit showed me that I'd been wasting my
time. All those years!

2. | was really, really afraid. After all, who was 1? Just a nobody, a woman with a lot
of strikes against her and without anyone to help her stand up to all those learned
men seeking justice. Yet he seemed to have a whole different idea from theirs about
how things should be . . .

3. You wouldn't think a friend could be as disloyal as | was. A real friend would have
had a lot more courage and strength. He'd stand up for someone he loved who was
in deep trouble. Well, it's too late. | failed as a friend. | wouldn't be surprised if I'd
destroyed every bit of trust and respect that ever existed between us.

4. No doubt some people thought I'd never see what | had been hoping to see for
all those years. "Poor old man, he has waited and waited—now he's so old that
he'lt die soon without having his wish fulfilled,” some people probably said. But
God didn't make me wait in vain. Now | can die peacefully, with my hope realized.

5. There were times when | truly thought | wouldn't survive. People can really get mad at you when
you preach a Gospel that might make them uncomfortable. They can do some terrible things to you.
But they did those things to our Lord, too, and no matter what happens to me, | know that in the end |
will be where | want to be with him.
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6. | remember so well the days when | would always be surrounded by people asking for healing, for
baptism with water, and for instruction about the Savior who was coming. When he did come, of
course, | had to step aside. | wasn't even worthy to untie his sandal, and now the crowds surrounded
him instead of me. Yet he himself came to me and asked me to do something for him, as if | were
worthy to do it.

7. We thought we were more clever than they were. After all, who would ever find out if we kept part of
the money instead of turning it all over to the community? That's what smart people do; they always
keep something for themselves. You can't win in the financial game if you don't. But somehow, for all
our cleverness, we had missed something really important . . .

Bible passages: 2 Corinthians 6:3-10. Acts 5:1-11. Luke 2:25-35. Luke 12:16-21. Matthew 26:69-75.
John 21:15-19. John 8:1-11. Matthew 3:1-17.

Match the story with the speaker in the columns below:

Story 1 Apostle Paul

Story 2 Sapphira, wife of Ananias
Story 3 A rich fool

Story 4 Simeon

Story 5 Apostle Peter

Story 6 An adulterous woman

Story 7 John the Baptist
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Write your ideas about why you think each of these people was or was not a winner. Are there some
who look like winners but perhaps really aren't? Or, the other way around, are there some who defi-
nitely do not seem like winners but in God's eyes they are?





