THE DRAMATIZATION OF VARTANANTZ
SCENE 1

NARRATOR: The legacy of Vartan Mamigonian is a memorable one.  He secured the existence of the Armenian people. He defended the right of freedom of conscience of the Armenian people. He enriched Armenian life by his heroic deeds.

He was courageous and therefore is called ‘Vartan the Brave’; he was a patriot and died leading his people and therefore is known as ‘Vartan the Red’ and because of his religious conviction we call him ‘St. Vartan.’
(Yezdigerd and assistants walk on stage to microphone)
YEZDIGERD:  I am now the ruler of Armenia!  Go tell the Armenian leaders that they need to accept fire worship and deny their Christian faith.

First and second assistants bow and leave to go to the Armenian leaders.  When they arrive they say:

1ST ASSISTANT:  King Yezdigerd wants you to know that you can no longer be Christians.

2ND ASSISTANT:  You must immediately become fire worshippers!

VARTAN:  From this faith no one can move us, neither angels nor men, neither sword or fire, nor water or any deadly punishment.

VASAK:  All our goods and possessions are in your hands, our bodies are before you; dispose of them as you will.
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CATHOLICOS HOVSEP:  If you leave us to our belief, we will here on earth choose no other master in your place, and in heaven choose no other God in place of Jesus Christ, for there is no other God.  
BISHOP SAHAG:  But should you require anything beyond this great testimony, here we are:  our bodies are in your hands; do with us as you please.

PRIEST MANUEL:  For your torments our submission; for your sword, our necks.  We are no better than our forefathers who, for the sake of this faith, surrendered their goods, their possessions and their bodies.

PRIEST KHEVONT:  Were we even immortal, it would become us to die for the love of Christ; for he Himself was immortal and so loved us that he took death on Himself that we, by His death, might be freed from eternal death.

PRIEST MOUSEGH:  And since He did not spare his immortality, we who became mortal of our own will, will die for his love willingly, so that He may make us participants in His immortality.  

DEACON ABRAHAM:  We shall die as mortals that He accepts our death as that of immortals.  

PRIEST ARSHEN:  Do not therefore interrogate us further concerning all this because our bond of faith is not with men to be deceived like children but with God to Whom we are bound and from Whom nothing can detach and separate us, neither now, nor later, nor forever, nor forever and ever.

ALL SAY:  Menk hah-mah-tzayn enk!
(Go offstage)
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SCENE 2

NARRATOR:  When King Yezdigird was told of the response of the Armenian leaders he demanded that they go to see him.  In 450 A.D. they were brought before him in Persia.

(Yezdigerd, his assistants and Armenian leaders are on stage)

YEZDIGERD:  If you do not accept the religion of Persia, you will all be massacred and all your churches in Armenia shall be ruined.

ASSISTANTS:  We are ready to do it today!

VARTAN:  I can not, because of fear of you, change my religion which I have learned of God. If I was taught this faith by men and denied it, I should be a wretched man.  Because I have received and learned it of God, I cannot sell it for vain glory, nor because of fear.  God forbid!  I can not do it!  This is my answer, and I am ready to die for this cause rather than live as a pagan.  These, now standing before you, are Christian men and able to answer for themselves.”

ALL SAY:  Menk guh hah-vah-dahnk!

YEZDIGERD:  You will not go home unless you change your minds! 

(He and his assistants leave the stage)

VASAK:  Let’s tell the King that we will become fire worshippers, then he will let us go home.

VARTAN:  We can’t say such a thing; that is not true!

CATHOLICOS HOVSEP:  Let’s think carefully about his.  If we stay here we cannot help our people.
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BISHOP SAHAG:  Perhaps if we said we would become fire worshippers and be freed, we could go back to Armenia and help our people prepare for any battles of the future.

VARTAN:  I see what you mean, let’s tell him today and get ready to go back to our beautiful Armenia.

(Deacon goes and gets the King and his assistants)

VARTAN:  We will become fire worshippers Your Excellency!

YEZDIGERD:  Ah, you have made a good decision.  Go back to Armenia and tell all of your decision.

(All go off stage- Armenians to one side and King to the other side.)

SCENE 3

NARRATOR:  Upon returning to Armenia Vartan and the leaders began preparing all for the upcoming battle for Yezdigerd found out that they were not turning to fire worship and his anger led him to bring over 200,000 troops with many elephants to destroy the Armenians. The evening of Friday, May 25th 451 A.D. on the plains of Avarayr sixty six thousand Armenian troops waited for their leaders orders.  (All Armenians on stage)

PRIEST KHEVONT- Let us all take communion together before we begin the battle in the morning. (All come up to take communion)
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VARTAN:  I have been in many battles, and you with me.  At times we have courageously defeated the enemy and, at other times we have been defeated.  We have been more often victors than the vanquished. Let us not be afraid of the heathens because of great numbers, nor turn our backs upon them, for God willing we shall destroy their power that righteousness may prevail.  But if the end of our lives has come, let us greet it with rejoicing, dying in a state of grace. He who thought that we had put on Christ like a garment has now found out that we cannot be separated from Him even as red cannot be separated from blood.  Nor will he ever succeed!

The battle begins  ……..

NARRATOR:  Though Vartan and many of the leaders died in this battle, his followers continued to fight as guerrillas from the hills until 484 A.D. when the treaty of Navarsak was signed giving Armenians the right to their religious freedom.

Materials from the ‘1500th Anniversary of Saint Vardan the Brave’ booklet Fresno, California  1951.

CHARACTERS:
Yezdigerd                  Vartan                          Vasak

First Assistant              Second Assistant      Catholicos Hovsep

Bishop Sahag           Priest, Ghevond           Priest, Khevont

Priest, Moushegh          Priest, Arshen          Deacon Abraham

Narrator (Can be one student or a number of students)
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