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Read the following scripture readings, what do they each say about the church:

Matthew 26:26

Romans 12:5

I Corinthians 12:12-28

DEFINE THESE WORDS:

One-  (Meg)

Holy- (Soorp)

Catholic- (Untanragan)

Apostolic- (Arakelagan)
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Community: The Living Church

Have you ever tried to imagine what it was like
to be a Christian during the first generation
after Jesus’ death? Have you ever thought of
sitting down to a meal with Peter, James, and
the other apostles, and after the meal listening
to them recall the words of Jesus Christ in vivid
detail?

The last part of the second chapter of Acts
simply describes the early Christian commu-
nity. It says that “they were faithful to the
teachings of the apostles, to the brotherhood,
to the breaking of the bread, and prayer ...
They also lived together and shared everything
in common; they sold their goods and posses-

sions and shared the proceeds among them-
selves according to what each one needed . ..
They shared their food gladly and generously
and were looked up to by everyone ...”

But it was not enough to be faithful to a
remembered message. Jesus told his followers
that faithfulness to one another was faithful-
ness to him. So they prized their own faithful-
ness to the brotherhood, to all men and women
who shared their convictions and belief that
Jesus was the Lord. A shared life of prayer,
good deeds and acts of charity, all reflected
the early Christian community of believers.

Their community was a special one, different
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from others that existed because the main pur-
pose of their gathering was to keep alive the
message of salvation given to us by Jesus the
Lord; from the very beginning the church was a
community of others, a people dedicated to the
spiritual and material needs of all, always
keeping alive their “‘oneness,” the faith which

kept them together.

The purpose of the church is the same today
as it was then. It is to share the message of
Jesus with the world, both by its preaching and
inner life, to express a common faith taught by
Christ, preached by the apostles, and lived by
the saints.
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From the brief description of the early Christian
community which you just read, list five one-
word descriptions of your understanding of the
Church.

The Church is:





