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LAZARUS: A Play

Narrator First Disciple Martha
Jesus Second Disciple Mary
Thomas First Jew
Second Jew
Third Jew

Narrator

In the village of Bethany, there lived a
man named Lazarus with his two sis-
ters, Martha and Mary. Mary was the
young woman who earlier had anointed
Jesus’ feet with oil, and then wiped his

feet with her hair. Jesus was very close
to the family of Lazarus. Lazarus be-
came very ill and when Martha and
Mary realized he would not get better,
they sent word to Jesus, saying, ““Lord,
he whom you love is ill.”
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Jesus was many miles away from
Bethany when he received the news
that Lazarus was ill.

Jesus

This illness is not unto death; it is for
the glory of God, so that the Son of
God may be glorified by means of it.

Narrator
Jesus was with the disciples when he
received news of Lazarus’ illness and
after two days decided to go to see
Lazarus.

Jesus
Let us go into Judea again.

First Disciple

Rabbi, the Jews there want to stone
you. Are you going there in spite of
that?

Jesus

Are there not twelve hours in the day?
If anyone walks in the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of
this world. But if anyone walks in the
night, he stumbles, because the light is
not in him. Our friend Lazarus has fal-
len asleep, but | go to awake him out of
sleep.

Narrator

Jesus and the disciples traveled to the
village of Bethany and found out that
Lazarus had been in the tomb for four
days. Since Jerusalem was only two
miles from Bethany, many Jews had
come to console Martha and Mary on
the death of their brother. When they
learned that Jesus was near the vil-
lage, Martha went down the road to
meet him.

Martha

Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. And even | know
that whatever you ask from God, God
will give you.

Jesus
Your brother will rise again.

Martha
I know that he will rise again at the
resurrection of the last day.

Jesus

I am the resurrection and the life; he
who believes in me, though he dies,
yet he shall live, and whoever lives and
believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?
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Second Disciple
Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
recover.

Jesus

Lazarus is dead; and for your sake |
am glad that | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.

Narrator
Then Thomas spoke to the other disci-
ples.

Thomas
Let us also go, that we may die with
him.

Martha

Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, he who is com-
ing into the world.

Narrator
Martha then went back home to Mary
and told her what had happened.

Martha
Jesus is here and is calling for you.

Narrator
As soon as Mary heard this, she quick-
ly rose and left the house to go to him.
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(Jesus was still in the outskirts of the
village.) When the visiting Jews saw
Mary leave, they thought she was
going to the tomb to weep, and they
followed her. When Mary saw him, she
dropped to her knees.

Mary
Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.

Narrator

Mary and the Jews who followed her
were weeping and Jesus became
deeply moved.

Jesus
Where have you laid him?

First Jew
Lord, come and see.

Jesus
Take away the stone.

Martha
Lord, by this time there will be an odor,
for he has been dead four days.

Jesus
Did | not tell you that if you would be-
lieve you would see the glory of God?

Narrator

The stone was taken away from the
front of the cave. Jesus stood still,
praying to God.

Jesus

Father, | thank thee that thou hast
heard me. | knew that thou hearest
me always, but | have said this on
account of the people standing by, that
thou didet cend me
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Narrator
Jesus wept.

Second Jew
See how he loved him!

Third Jew

Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from
dying?

Narrator
Jesus, along with the disciples and
Martha and Mary and the Jews, went to
the tomb of Lazarus. The tomb was a
cave with a stone in front of the
opening.
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Narrator
Then Jesus cried out with a very loud
voice.

Jesus
Lazarus come out.

Narrator

Lazarus came out of the tomb with the
bandages still bound around him. His
face was wrapped with a cloth.

Jesus
Unbind him, and let him go.




