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We Believe: Badarak and Special Services/2

Turunpatzek

Holy Week (Avak Shapat)

begins with
Lazarus Saturday, the first day after Great
Lent. Christ raised Lazarus from the dead;
the miracle gives us hope of resurrection
and everlasting life. (John 11:1-44)
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Palm Sunday is the day which com-
memorates the triumphant entry of Christ
into  Jerusalem, which represents the
heavenly city of God. (John 12:12-19) In
Christian and non-Christian symbolism the
palm denotes victory. It was on this day
that our Lord was proclaimed as the Mes-
siah King of Israel and as such entered the
holy capital city
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Turunpatzek

The Turunpatzek or the Opening of the
Doors Service which follows Palm Sunday
badarak focuses on our desire for the
grace and love of our Lord; our response
to his sacrificial and saving love.

The service used to be conducted out-
side the door of the church proper in the
narthex in late afternoon. The altar curtain
is now used to take the place of the door of
the church and the ceremony is held in
front of the curtain. A dialogue is chanted
between the congregation and the priest
who, behind the curtain, is at the altar
which symbolizes the kingdom of God to
which we desire entry.

The clergy or deacon representing the
congregation knocks and requests entry.
The priest from within asks who is knock-
ing and says only the righteous may enter.

The representative of the faithful replies
that not only do the righteous enter but
also sinners who have been justified
through confession and penance. The
priest paraphrases what was said and
adds, “the kingdom of Christ is the resi-
dence of the angels, the place of meeting
for the saints, a place of refuge, and the
house of God.”

The response to the priest is: “It is
worthy and true what you say about the
Holy Church, our Immaculate Mother, from
whom we are born as sons of light and
truth. She is our hope of life; through her,
we find salvation. She points out the way
of righteousness and through her, we
ascend to Christ, our heavenly Father.”

We need our Mother, the Church. We are
saved in the Church, the body of Christ, as
a member of her, the bride of Christ, and in
union with all her members. If we believe,
we are in the communion of faith; if we
love, we are in the communion of love; if we
pray, we are in the communion of prayer.

Then the choir sings the hymn, “Wise
Virgins,” based on the parable told by
Jesus in Matthew 25:1-13.

Throughout the rest of the service, refer-
ences are made to John 12:26; Matthew
25:34; Psalm 118:19; and the gospel is
read from John 12:44-50.

Before the gospel reading, “‘Open unto
Us Thy Gate of Mercy' is chanted three
times with intervals of hymn singing.

Conclusion

The Turunpatzek service anticipates the
second coming of Christ and the final
judgment. The faithful of the church plead
to God through prayers and sharagans to
re-open the doors of his heavenly kingdom
which were closed to man through his fall
and expulsion from paradise.

All of our services have a Biblical basis.
Our Church Fathers intended for us to live
the Bible in our daily lives. They taught us
about our faith in the most aesthetic visual,
musical, and dramatic services to convey
the great truths of our Christian faith.

For our part, we are expected to transfer
these truths into a personal experience
with our Lord simply by accepting him as
the Lord and Savior of our lives.
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about the events connected with the Second Com-
ing of Christ is covered in the last chapter of the
book, The Orthodox Way, by Father Kallistos Ware.”
(If you have a copy of the book, xerox the page in
question and read in class—Epilogue, God as Eter-
nity. Or read from the chapter included in “Back-
ground for Teacher.”) Allow for discussion. (5 min.)
5. Tell students: “Our journal entry today, which we
will do at the end of class, also goes along with the
Scripture reading for the Sunday of Advent on the
Second Coming of Christ.”

Ask: “What is the emphasis placed on the scrip-
tural readings for the Sundays during Lent? Where
is the emphasis placed during Holy Week? What is
the aim of our Church fathers in arranging the Sun-
days of Lent and the special services of Holy Week?
Do we have our personal responsibility in our own
Christian renewal? When we write in our journals,
think of the heresies that we hold as individuals and
pray that we will open ‘our hearts more fully to the
love that Christ offers.” (10 min.)
6. Begin journal entries, “Heresies,” and have stu-
dents share them with one another, time permitting.

(15 min.)
7. Remind them to share their Bible readings and
lesson with their families, and read and study next
week's lesson.

Session 2—Turunpatzek

Key Concepts

1. Turunpatzek expresses our desire for the grace and
love of God, now, before it is too late.

2. All of our rituals are scripturally based and are as
meaningful as the personal commitment they inspire.

Objectives

Students will
1. Read and discuss the Parable of the Ten Virgins.
2. Sing the hymn “Shenorhia Mez Der” (see pro-
cedure #3).
3. Make journal entry.
4. Attend the Turunpatzek service, if possible.

Background for Teacher

Our commitment to Christ and the Christian life is

a personal decision and one that is not to be delayed.

Let us consider a couple of impediments that might

stand in the way of our personal commitment.
Language might be an impediment. Gradually,

The sacraments, worship services, and rituals are
the buttresses which support the Church.

Therefore, it is of the utmost importance that we
feel a part of what is going on and feel that the
priests, deacons and choir are speaking or singing
the words that are in our hearts, which we affirm with
our personal, “Amen.”

Materials Needed
* Bibles
* Copies of music for Shenorhia Mez Der

Procedure

1. Take time to talk to students as they arrive. Begin
by asking a student to read Psalm 1181, 5, 6, 8, 14,
17-19 as an opening meditation.

Tell students: “Last week we talked about the
meaning of Lenten Sundays and of Holy Week serv-
ices. (You might wish to review last week’s readings.)
We also talked about the Second Coming of Christ.
Today we will discuss the service of Turunpatzek and
the response it requires from each of us.

“We will consider the questions: Who will enter
God'’s Kingdom? Who lives in the Kingdom of God?
What is the Church? Is she necessary? And we will
learn the hymn of the Wise Virgins, based on the
parable told by Jesus; but first let’s read the parable
and do the exercise at the end of our lesson, ‘The
Fate of the Unprepared.’ ” (Have a volunteer read Mat-
thew 25:1-13)

Have students work in pairs. (25 min.)
2. Have a sharing time for the class when they come
back together. (10 min,)
3. Spend ten minutes learning the hymn “Shenorhia
Mez Der.” (Arrange to have a choir member teach the
hymn; photocopy music for students beforehand.)

(10 min.)
4. Spend remaining time on journal entries, “Per-
sonal Commitment.” Students can share entries next
Sunday. (15 min.)
5. Remind them to share their Bible readings and
lesson with their families, and read and study next
week’s lesson.

Session 3—Khavaroom

Key Concepts

1. Khavaroom portrays the betrayal, arrest, torture,
passion, and trial of our Lord.

2. Christian joy overcomes all sorrow.

Obi

many parts of our services are being d into
English, we should avail ourselves of the translations
that have been made.
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Students will
1. Sing “Shenorhia Mez Der.”




