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What Do 1 Believe?

Circle your answer in each pair and

1.

2,
3.
4

What is your faith more like?

. What do you think of when you think of Jesus?

Holy Communion is more like

. Praying is more like

. What do you think is most important to God?

think about why you chose the answer you did.

A balloon or a bowling ball?
Human or divine?
Command or promise?

Stumbling in the dark or walking
in the light?

The beliefs we hold or the life we live?
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Basic Beliefs of the Armenian Church

1. Jesus Christ, Son of God, who made it possible for us
to share in eternal life through his sacrifice on the cross.

2. The Holy Trinity: three persons in one Godhead:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Son and Spirit
proceed from the Father.

3. The first three ecumenical councils and the Nicene
Creed. You'll be learning more about that later.
Additional local councils continued the process of
defining the faith.

4 A life of sacrament when God is especially present
and bestows a special grace. Those sacraments begin
with baptism, which is the spiritual birth that follows
our physical birth. Since we are all born with the
tendency to do the wrong thing (“original sin”),
baptism cleanses us of this sin and makes it possible
for us to receive God’s grace. The Armenian Church
baptizes infants because we believe that children need
to be full participants in the life of the church; the
commitment to faith can be made on their behalf by
the community, through their godparents. We have
formalized seven sacraments: baptism, chrismation,
penance, holy communion, ordination, marriage,
and prayers for the sick (extreme unction — the final
anointing - is reserved only for clergy).
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5. Holy Communion, the most
important sacrament, received
at our Divine Liturgy or
badarak. It is this gift of Jesus
himself, bread and wine that
becomes his body and blood,
which feeds our souls.

6. The Church, the heart and
hearth of our faith, a place
where we worship, pray,

serve, and learn together

with the rest of our extended

Christian family.

7.We are led in our worship and sacramental life by
an ordained ministry, currently reserved for men,
in three basic ranks: deacon, priest and bishop. We
have both married and unmarried priests; these are
distinct vocational choices. Only unmarried priests
may be elevated to higher positions of authority as

bishops.
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8. A hierarchical leadership at the apex of which is the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians who
lives in the international headquarters of the Armenian Church — in Etchmiadzin, Armenia. The two other
important Patriarchal centers are in Jerusalem and Constantinople.

9.

10.

The Holy Bible as the foundation and main source of a rich Holy
Tradition that includes our sacraments, feasts, saints, canon law,
music, art, and much more. All of these inform our faith. Since the
Bible came about through an inspired process within the church,
we need to read it regularly; it is best understood as we read it with
the guidance of the church through its trained leaders. We also read
it privately for ongoing spiritual support and enlightenment.
Prayer is our means of growing closer to God and his will for us. We
pray with the community and through our own ongoing personal
conversations. We believe that God fills us with his answers, slowly,
over time.




