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THINKING ABOUT THE
CHURCH

Even before the New Testament scriptures were written,
the Church existed and was living her life. The apostles
had done their work of traveling, meeting people,
preaching the Gospel, and starting churches wherever
they could. These churches grew, worshipped, struggled,
faced problems, experienced joys, worked to do God's
will. The experiences they had and the decisions they
made are called "Tradition" by us today. The Church is
governed both by the Bible and by this living experience
of the early Christians, because both tell us what life was
like in the days of the apostles, and that life is our model
for our own Christian life.

‘The New Testament tells us much about what the early
Church was like. It tells us what the ideals of Christian
living should be, too. Here is a study guide for finding
out more about what the Church is and what it should be:
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HOW TO THINK ABOUT
THE CHURCH

Recognize the Relationship of Christ and
the Church

He is the head of the church  Colossians 1.18-19 (p. 509)
‘The church s the body of Christ Ephesians 1.23 (pp. 486-487)
He attended public worship Luke 4.16 (p. 159)
He builds the church Matthew 16.13-18 (p. 45)
He gave his life for the church  Ephesians 5.25 (p. 494)

Acts 2028 (p. 361)
He endows his church John 15.26 (p.284)

Follow the Example of the Early
Disciples
‘They strengthened the churches  Acts 15.41 (p. 347)

‘They built the church with the

help of the Spirit Acts 931 (p. 329)

Understand That the Churchs . . .

A family of individuals Ephesians 2.18-22 (p. 488)
Fellowship and sharing Acts 2.43-47 (p. 310)
Acts 43235 (p. 315)
John 17.20-23 (p. 287)
Ephesians 4.15-16 (p. 490)
Witness to the resurrection

of Jesus Acts 433 (p. 315)
Help and love for others Hebrews 10.24-25 (p. 569)
One Ephesians 4.4-6 (p. 490)
Romans 123-8 (p. 407)
1 Corinthians 12.4-30
(pp. 438-440)
John 10.16 (p. 268)
Holy Ephesians 5.25-27 (p. 494)
Catholic (Universal) Mark 16.20 (p. 145)
Apostolic John 15.8 (p. 282)
Matthew 28.19 (p. 86)
The way of Love 1 Corinthians 12.31-13.13
(pp. 441-442)
Where the gifts of the Spirit 1 Corinthians 14.1-2
are recognized (pp. 441-442)
A place of order 1 Corinthians 14.26-40
(pp. 443-444)
A place for growth Colossians 2.18-19 (p. 512)
A redeeming fellowship Matthew 18.15-17

(pp. 50-51)
1 Peter 2.9 (p. 593)
Luke 6.12-13 (p. 166)

A "royal priesthood”
A "special priesthood”
Acts 14.23 (p. 344)
Acts 20.17 (p. 360)
Acts 2028 (p. 361)
Acts 15.6f (p. 345)

The pillar and ground of truth 1 Timothy 3.15 (p. 533)
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