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Community building activities for high
school students

Building a sense of community among high schoolers is especially important—honing
their communication, collaboration, and teamwork skills will help them navigate college
and professional experiences with confidence and strong interpersonal skills.

1. Find someone who..

This activity is a scavenger hunt of sorts that gets the whole group interacting one-on-
one. Provide students with a bingo-style card you've prepared ahead of time, and have
them mingle about the room to find someone who matches the criteria in the boxes, such
as:

e Has traveled outside of the country
e Has a pet that isnt a cat or a dog
e |s an only child

e Has a vinyl record collection
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Set a timer, and when you say, “go,” have the students talk to as many of their peers as
they can to find people who meet a criteria and collect their signatures in the appropriate
box. Students can only sign one box per card, even if they meet more than one criteria.
Play until someone gets a BINGO—or until someone fills their entire card with signatures.

e Age range: 9th grade to 12th grade
¢ Props: Bingo sheets and pens

¢ Risk level: high
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12. Community service

A big part of community building is recognizing how far your community stretches—and
contributing to it in a positive way.

Performing community service helps students recognize needs in their community, build
empathy, and discover their own abilities to actively make a difference. Service activities
help build confidence and self-worth.

Depending on your resources, plan an event like:

e Community clean-up day where students meet to pick up trash at a local park or
on campus

e \olunteering at a local food bank
e Walking dogs at an animal shelter
e Organizing a food and clothing drive

e A fundraiser event for a local charity or non-profit organization
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13. Back-to-back drawing

This activity helps students become more aware of their own communication skills as well
as how other people interpret things. It's a great way to help students identify differences
in perspective.

Divide students into partners, and direct each pair to sit back-to-back. Pass out a simple
photo or drawing to one person in each pair, and provide the other with paper and a pen.
Ask the first person to describe their photo to their partner, who will draw it based on
their partner’s descriptions.

After a few minutes, have the pairs switch roles, and provide a new photo for the next
round.

e Age range: 9th grade to 12th grade
e Props: photos or images, paper, drawing instruments

¢ Risk level: low
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14. Class movie

Team building activities can be ongoing. A semester- or even year-long project that
involves everyone in some capacity is a great way to unify your class and help them
recognize the different strengths everyone brings.

As a group, decide on a plot for a class movie. Have students decide who will work on
different elements of the movie, including script writing, acting, music/sound effects,
costumes, and editing. Then, set a timeline for deliverables.

Allow students to participate in a way where they feel empowered to use their interests
and skills to help create a great film. Hold a viewing party for the film near the last day of
school, and invite parents or other classes—send customizable Cards or Flyers to invite
guests to the event.

e Age range: 11th grade and 12th grade

e Props: phone or recording device, costumes and props based on the script, video
editing software

e Risk level: high




