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CALLED TOLSERVE

Session Five Serving the Church

Discover!

As you may know, it is often said that we can give to the church by offering our time, talent, and
treasure (a word which means our money or possessions). Money, then, is only a third of what we
can give.

The people whose names appear on the cards given to your group are people who gave of their
time and talent. Read about them, and then choose the description that best fits each one. These are
your choices:

« This person used a love of teaching, and taught a whole nation of people
hungry to learn.

o This person counseled and helped people in various dilemmas; such a
service was sometimes called "giving judgment.”

o Carpentry, leatherworking, sewing, crafts. This person used a
skill in one of the many kinds of handiwork to help others.

 This person loved thought and poetry, and used them to put

20X eternal truths into poetic form.
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people. This person used musical ability to do that, just as
many artists use their art to do so.

« This person spoke for those who did not have access to the people in power.
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Still More Words from Mother Teresa

“There are some people who, in order not to pray, use as an excuse the fact that life is so
hectic that it prevents them from praying.

“This cannot be.

“Prayer does not demand that we interrupt our work, but that we continue working as if it
were a prayer. It is not necessary to be always meditating, nor to consciously experience
the sensation that we are talking to God, no matter how nice this would be. What matters
is being with him, living in him, in his will. To love with a pure heart, to love everybody,
especially to love the poor, is a twenty-four-hour prayer.”

(From In My Own Words by Mother Teresa, compiled by Jose Luis Gonzalez-Balado, Liguori Press,
1996.)

How could these words affect your thinking about service? They might have more to do with an atti-
tude, a state of mind and heart and soul, than with thinking about specific kinds of service. Use your
thoughts to help compose a prayer.





